For K-12, Handheld Computers are More Important Than the Internet
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Yes, the Internet is a great technology, and yes, there are wonderful websites for education on the Internet – with more coming every day. But, if children don’t have access to the Internet, it doesn’t matter how wonderful the offerings on the Internet are. And, from a range of sources, the reality is that the ratio, on average, of children to computers in K-12 in the U.S. is 6:1. In urban settings the ratio is 9:1. In plain and simple language: children don’t have access to computers in general, and to the Internet, in particular. 
Handheld computers, however, hold out the promise that each and every child can have his/her own, personal computer. Handheld computers are not as functional as laptop computers –but, frankly, that’s the good news! For K-12, handheld computers, with their instant on/off and their ease of use, present a very low barrier of entry to students and teachers. Moreover, we will trade-off access for functionality any day! 

When computers are 1:1, when each child has his/her own computer, then the computer can be used for all learning activities throughout the day – inside and outside of school. This situation is totally unique: never before has there an opportunity for computers to support each and every phase of teaching and learning. Finally, K-12 education will benefit from the computer revolution!

